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Laia Sanz 

Trial World Champion, Enduro World Champion, 
Rally World Champion, 9th Overall... at the Dakar Rally!! 
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no doubt riding dirt bikes costs us all. Chiefly in time 
The more we do it, the more seriously we take it, the 
time it takes up and the more the costs increase. If we 
ride we have to invest both the effort and the wonga - 
contract we have with ourselves (and our families], 
new season is here, the commitment is in full swing, 
might never think about it but we all have priorities 
on experience and what we can afford to do. One things 
sure, wherever there’s a group of riders there are bunch of 

different priorities. 
Where do you spend most of your money? The biggest 
outlay is surely the bike - the prized piece of two-wheeled 
awesomeness that takes pride of place in the garage. Through 
typical year though do you spend most on travelling to events 
or places to ride, because it’s all about the ride for you? Or do 
most on components to make that ride better, things 
ike suspension upgrades, engine tuning or a new titanium 
sts system? Or maybe you’re a stickler for having the best 
blow loads on new tyres and mousses? 
of the above? Whatever works for you, 
just keeponkeepin’on. 





HARDWARE. THAT WORKS HARDER 


EALTH SPROCKET. STEEL TEETH, ALUMINIUM CORE. 
EXTREME DURABILITY WITHOUT COMPRISING WEIGHT. 
STS £00 PERCENT LONGER THAN ALUMINIUM. 




CHRISTOPHE NAMBOTIN 
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KTM hasn’t just knocked the 
nails out of the two-stroke 
coffin lid that European law 
makers are trying to hammer closed, 
it’s kicked the coffin into the fire with the 
world’s first fuel injected two-stroke enduro 
bikes. But the big question is what are the new 
2018 250 and 300 EXC TPI models like to ride? 

Words: Future7Media / Photo: Marco Campelli, Sebas Romero 


T here’s a very definite bottom line when it comes to KTM’s 2018 fuel injected two-stroke 
enduro models. It’s this - are they any good? Do they behave like a two-stroke with a 
carburetor, and just as importantly, does the engine still feel and sound the same? 
With the clear goal - from the initial design briefs 13 years ago - to create a new engine 
that would meet EU emissions laws but have the same power characteristics and deliver the 
same rider feel and confidence as a carburetor bike, this was always going to be a big moment 
for KTM, enduro and off-road sport. It was also an equally bold step to launch the 2018 250 
and 300 EXC models at one of hard enduro’s most iconic venues, the Erzberg quarry, Eisenerz, 
Austria. A spectacular place to find out just how good the new engine really is. 

With all the hard work on the chassis and components already nailed for the 2017 model 
line-up, our focus for the launch of the 2018 EXCs is all about the new Transfer Port Injected 
[TPI] 250 and 300 engine. 



According to KTM no part of the 13-year process 
was an easy one. But from the outside looking 
in the engine looks simple. On the face of it the 
simple mechanics from the four-stroke models’ fu 
injection systems is the same on the TPI 2T bikes 
- Dellorto throttle body with a dual throttle cable 
operation, a cold start button and idle adjuster. 

Start ’em up and the new EXCs sound subtly 
different to their carbed predecessors. Still crisp, 
still eagerto rev freely but the 300 EXC especially 
strikes a different note to the ear. 

Looking at KTMs power curve charts during 
their pre-ride presentation suggested there’d 
be a very linear power delivery on the new bikes. 

Sure enough that’s how both bikes behave. The 
2017 carbed models have a horse or two more in 
the lower range, while the TPI bikes jump ahead b; 
a similar amount in the middle-to-higher rev-rangi 
Basically, there’s little in it and I’m hard pushed ti 
tell much difference on first impressions. Surely tnu.u u,® 
biggest question we all wanted to know answered - has the new bike lost 
its character? No way. 




TOUGH TEST 

There’s only 3bhp between the two models - 51hp for the 250 
and 55hp for the 300 - KTM claims. As you’d expect the 300 feels 
stronger, ready to haul ass in a way only a 300 two-stroke can. The 
Iron Giant’s huge hills were never a struggle for it. Following Jonny 
Walker through some of Erzberg’s iconic sections was not a soft- 
hearted test for rider or bike and both new EXCs handled it. When 
the going gets really tough on massive hills, or when you’re giving it 
the beans on a special test, the TPI engine begins to shine brighter. 

Brighter than a carbed bike in fact because the throttle position 
dictates precise engine response instead of the throttle telling 
the carburetor to make its own version of fuel and air mix. That 
precision means you find grip better, delivering exactly what’s 
needed as the terrain changes under the rear wheel. 


“...PRECISE ENGINE RESPONSE IUIEANS YOU 
FIND GRIP BETTER, DELIVERING EXACTLY 
WHAT’S NEEDED AS THE TERRAIN CHANGES 
UNDER THE REAR WHEEL.” 


Gone are the nothing-then-everything characteristics of a 300 2T 
bike from just a few years back. It still has the arm-wrenching 
power but only delivers it when you expect it to, rather than arriving 
with a burst when the power band hits. This means it is a much 
more user-friendly 300 and for many people the need for flywheel 
weights and additional base gaskets will be a thing of the past. 




The launch bikes also had KTM Power Parts map switches fitted. 

But don’t go thinking the maps on either bike are a soft option. 
They’re more useful now on the TPI models than ever and I proved it 
to myself by accidentally riding one Erzberg climb in map two - the 
softer map on the 250. The soft map on the 300 felt better suited 
to flat, special test type going because it is smoother and offers 
more torque, making you faster. 



HTIIII I’M I1IIY1H ST LAUNCH 




GETTING FLUFFY 

The TPI system isn’t exactly flawless. During 
prolonged, hot riding spells at low-revved bottom 
gear riding through trees or rocks (exactly the 
conditions where a carbed PT bike would get fluffy 
and need a good rev-out] the TPI engine has its own 
milder version of fluffy. It never gets choked-up 
like a carbed bike but you get the sensation there’s 
a little more than the right amount of fuel in the 
system and occasionally it hesitated at the initial 
throttle opening. I did find that when it was hot 
the motor didn’t always start-up quite so easily and 
needed revs to keep tickover going. But these were 
minor things in an otherwise flawless performance. 


“HIIORE EFFICIENT FUELLING FROM Till: TPI SYSTEM 
MEANS MUCH LESS BLUE SMOKE COMING FROM 
Till: EXHAUST... OIJEIJING TO ATTACK A HILL ISN’T 
, AS EYE-WATERING AS IT CAN BE WHEN YOU’RE 
SURROUNDED BY CARBED BIKES.” 



If you compare it to a carbureted two-stroke under 
the same hot riding conditions, the TPI is a huge 
improvement in terms of a clean-running engine. 
There was never a moment when I hit the throttle 
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to launch up a rock or went from zero to full gas to 
get up a hill did the motor do that chokey, smokey 
thing a carbed bike can. That ‘needs a good clear 
out’ choked-up characteristic of a PT engine - so 
common when you are blowing out your arse 
and the bike is having a hard time through more 
extreme riding - has vanished and been replaced by 
the instant throttle connection to the rear wheel. 
That’s another huge bonus of this engine design. 
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PRACTICALITIES 

You can’t not be impressed by how little fuel the TPI engines use. KTM test rider 
Lars Enockl says that when he tested the 300 TPI during last year’s Roof of Africa 
he was putting in half as much fuel as guys round him at the fuel stops. In theory 
that means less fuel usage, fewer pits stops and more ride time. 

For a three-hour ride the TPI engine only used about half a tank. And 
depending on how and where you ride, KTM claim the oil tank holds enough oil 
for at least four petrol refills. That means trail riders can go further without 
the hassle of carrying oil. You won’t have to do the fuel tank dance with your 
bike at a petrol station too. 

And don’t go expecting four-stroke levels of maintenance either, KTM claim 
taking the barrel off is just as easy as any two-stroke. 



WHAT ELSE HAS CHANGED? 

In almost every other way the 2018 model range is unchanged from the 
ground-up redevelopment it went through in 2017. It handles in very much 
the same way despite the approximate three kilos extra weight the TPI 
system creates for both models (103kg each]. Changes in the steel tube 
frame to accommodate the oil pipe, tank and pump mean the fuel tank 
has moved back slightly on the bike - chiefly because the oil filler now 
sits up front just behind the headstock. 

A change of front forks (the outer and inner tubes slide better] means 
the setting is slightly harder and with better bottoming resistance. We * 


didn’t get to test the bike across any whooped-out riding conditions but 
the WP 48mm fork does feel stronger than the older model and a little 


more supportive. 


Iliplgi 


There’s a small change to the radiator guards aimed at making them 
stronger. Two stronger cross sections between the five stronger vertical 
fins brace them better. 


ON THIS SHOWING WEI) HAVE TO SAY THE 
PERFORMANCE, ECONOMY AND RIDEABILITY OF 
Till: NEW EXC TPI MODELS ARE GAME CHANGERS. 


THE BOTTOM LINE 

KTM has pulled it out the bag. An unfathomable amount of head 
scratching and R8D for over a decade has produced the future of two 
strokes. That’s a big statement and a big step, not just for KTM but for 
enduro and off road sport. Thankfully it isn’t a big step in terms of how 
the bike behaves and that’s what we wanted to hear. Three kilos extra 
can’t be ignored but it was hard to feel that difference in all honestly. 

The two-stroke character is still there but has incorporated some 
of the elements which make a four-stroke easier to live with and ride. 
That’ll come as a relief for all the two-stroke fans but you should also be 
excited by what we found was a bike that fuelled better in difficult riding 
conditions and produced better traction. On this showing we’d have to 
say the performance, economy and rideability of the new EXC TPI models 
are game changers. 


IPS 


M •> 

* Tsrt 


ami use min 27 uumn 








JUST SAYIN’ 


3 things we’d like to have seen on the 2018 TPI 250 and 300 EXCs 

1. Although they are better, with the best will in the world the standard 
equipment Maxxis tyres aren’t up to scratch and we wish they’d sell 
the bikes with more competitive tyres as standard. 

2. The obvious question is why only the 250 and 300 EXCs? The answer is 
the development isn’t there yet with the smaller capacity bikes. If KTM 
can make the 125s as usable as the 250 and 300 then the future of 
two-stroke bike is safe. 




3. 


We’ve said it before but some of the parts that have made their way in 
to the Power Parts catalogue could be fitted as standard. The fan and a 
better sump guard for example. It’d be good for the bike and definitely 
isn’t going to break the KTM bank to add that to the deal. 





INTERVIEW 



KTM’S TPI TESTER 



Lars Enockl is one rider who knows more 
about KTM’s EXC TPIs that any other. 
A test and development rider for KTM 
and one of the world’s best hard enduro 
racers, Enockl rode the TPI at the 
Megawatt and Roof of Africa 
to give it a proper shakedown 
before it was released 
to market. 


Photo: Tyrone Bradley 


LARS ENOCKL INTERVIEW 


After many, many months remaining tight lipped about the TPI we can finally talk to 
you about it. Firstly, what is your role within KTM and with the new TPI engines? 

Lars Enockl: “I'm a general test and development rider for KTM, so not just working on the 
new two-stroke models but all models. My previous biggest project was the 2017 models 
but since then I have focused on the TPI models. The real development from my side 
started around three years ago because that is when the updated bikes were coming.” 

You raced the TPI bikes at the Roof of Africa and the Red Bull Megawatt. At what 
stage in development was the bike at? 

“For sure we are a long way down the development stage at that time but not everything 
was perfect. KTM is the leader in developing the two-stroke right now so when we were 
developing this engine we had no plan which way to go, or which direction to go to make it 
work. Regards settings and mapping we are now far away from where we started. I think 
doing these events helped us arrive at the good point where we are now for the customer.” 
Why test in such public places like the Megawatt or Roof of Africa? 

“It was a decision within the company to go and test in these conditions and for sure 
with public testing photos are almost unavoidable. But you cannot get a tougher test of 
conditions. You can replicate things in testing but you cannot replicate the intensity of the 
races, so if our goal is to bring the best bike to the customer then we have to test in the 
toughest conditions. We did it with the 2017 bike, so the decision was made with the big 
bosses to do the same with the TPI bike. I think it was really important and it will give a 
good feeling for the customer to know that testing was done in tough race conditions.” 


“...YOU CANNOT REPLICATE THE INTENSITY OF 
THE RACES, SO IF OUR OOAI. IS TO BRING THE I 
BEST BIKE TO THE CUSTOMER THEN WE HAVE 
TO TEST IN THE TOUGHEST CONDITIONS.” 


What conditions were you testing for at the Roof of Africa? 

“The main reason we did the Roof was the altitude. We cannot test at 3000 metres in 
Austria at that altitude and high temperature. In the end we were really surprised because 
we had absolutely no problems with the bike. I did have a DNF but it was nothing to do with 
the engine, it was a stupid thing after a crash. So it was a really, really positive test.” 
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What were the real problems along the way? 

“There are so many ways it can go wrong! I am not a technician, but how a two-stroke 
engine works is so unbelievably complex. There are so many ways and strategies to set 
up an engine. I think it is a little the same on a four-stroke but there is information out 
there to help. With this two-stroke there was no information.” 

What was the hardest part of the process to get right? 

“I don’t remember how many different strategies we tried but there were so many. You 
start with something which you think is good but when you arrive at this track or this 
conditions for riding you find mistakes so you try to solve this new problem and come 
again. Not a lot of people understand 100 per cent how a two-stroke works. It is a really 
difficult thing to understand fully. With the TPI it is not possible to make a strategy 
to go in a certain direction because no-one knows. We learned so much from the 
changes we didn’t want to do. It was a big learning curve because every aspect of riding 
conditions change with temperature and altitude.” 


“TWO STROKES HAVE A SPECIAL CHARACTER... I 
I LOVE RIDING A TWO-STROKE... THE TPI HAD TO] 
BE LIKE THAT AND NOT LIKE FOIIR-STROKE” ■■ 


From the start of the process was it important to make sure the bike behaved 
like a two-stroke? 

“Yes definitely. The goals and ambitions within KTM is that the two-stroke should be 
alive no matter what the emission laws or problems are. We work to keep the two-stroke 
alive. Two strokes have a special character. I love riding a two-stroke and many people 
are the same and so the TPI had to be like that and not like four-stroke. We tried 
everything to keep it like that.” i 





A FALL SHOULD 
ONLY INJURE 
YOUR PRIDE 



Leatt helmets have got you covered. 

On impact, our 360° Turbine tech greatly reduces both concussion and brain rotation. 
The harder you fall, the better it works. Wipe it off and get back on. 

Go find it: leatt.com/2017-gpx-helmets/ 




THE LYNDON POSKITT BLOG 





F or many off-road motorcycle racers 
the ultimate challenge and experience 
probably lies in the Dakar Rally, known 
as one of the longest and most arduous 
races on the planet. So why is it, after 
finishing the event, I feel a little as if 
I’m stood on a cliff edge? Even after the 
success of finishing I seem to have fallen 
into a place that feels uncomfortable. It’s 
a place I’ve found myself in twice now, but 
after some analysis I think I know why. 


mat comes next once you ve finished 
a race like Dakar? Extreme adventurer 
Lyndon Poskitt shares his thoughts 
on the come down from crossing the 

Dakar Rally finish line... 


After twice competing and successfully completing the Dakar Rally as a privateer - once 
in 2013 with a team and father by my side as mechanic and then this year alone in the Malle 
Moto class with just a bike, metal box of bits and a tent - 1 was surprised to feel much 
the same once the event was over. Pleased, yes. But with a feeling of emptiness, a lack of 
direction and an uncomfortable calm. While it wasn’t as bad this time around, for reasons 
I’ll explain later, it’s a strange feeling nonetheless. One that until recently I’ve found hard 
to explain. 

Dakar success doesn’t come for free, and I’m not just talking about money here. Sure, 
Dakar is a hellish, expensive race but however much money you throw at it it doesn’t 
guarantee success. There’s much more to the equation than just cold, hard cash. Both times 
I’ve competed I’ve had a whole year to prepare myself- from the deciding moment to actually 
starting the race. But it goes by pretty quickly, let me tell you. You spend a good chunk of 
your time raising the funds [at least I had to] while building and preparing a bike just how 
you like it. Then there’s the testing of new equipment and clothing, and the training -both on 
and off the bike. There’s the 5am starts to go running or cycling before work, or doing media 
activities to keep sponsors, supporters and followers in the loop. It’s a lot of work, a lot of 
hours and a lot of dedication. Post-event things are very different. 








I have a simple analogy, which goes something like this... As a Dakar competitor you 
spend a whole year laying down tracks. Track to get from point A [decision to do the 
race] to point B [the event finish line]. You start by laying the foundations [planning 
and preparation] and then slowly begin to lay a perfectly aligned railroad, building the 
tracks and then the locomotive [bike] with astute attention to details. Nothing passing 
your mind without the consideration of success. You speak to experienced people, look 
at those who’ve succeeded and those that’ve failed and analyse why it was so in each 
case, taking care to select the correct approach. You continue to lay down the tracks, 
tweaking the process as you learn and correcting errors in bike preparation or during 
the training races where it’s common place to make lots of mistakes and poor decisions. 
It’s all a learning process, important stuff so that you don’t make the same mistakes 
during the big one -Dakar. 

Anxiety builds as the start of the race approaches, as you start to question if you’ve 
done enough. The locomotive is built, its already running down the track and quickly 
gathers pace. The tracks are laid all the way to the finish line. Closer to the race start 
you assess your position towards ‘completeness’ and often have to up the pace a little 
as you realise you’ve not put enough training in, or not ordered enough spares. Express 
shipping is no longer an option for parts, it’s a necessity, and you start running or cycling 
.those extra miles, hoping it makes a difference even just days from the race start. 
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Everything has to be in place and ready, because when the race starts there’s no 
fonger time to make improvements or adjustments. For some a finish is all they strive, 
for others a position or result is important. Either way the process is similar. 

When you roll over the start podium, rider and machine quickly hit full speed. Looking 
[and smelling] the best they ever will - the game is well and truly on. But during the 
■race, when everything is singing along at full speed, it only takes one little thing to go 
wrong and things go downhill pretty quickly. You have to be ready for that. In my case I 
spent one-year getting ready for that moment. You have to know how to fix your bike on 
the trail, know how to recover from a navigational failure, and know how to re-find the 
correct way. Stressful moments are commonplace. The thought of failure is frightening. 



So, assuming the tracks held together and the locomotive kept 
chugging along at a decent pace, eventually, tired, battered and bruised, 
you arrive at the end of those tracks. You get to ride up the finish podium 
with an amazing feeling of accomplishment and success, holding onto the 
medal knowing you absolutely earned it. 

You’re then ushered from the podium, your time is up. You ride down the 
other side, place the bike in a holding area overnight and walk away from it all. 

This is where my train ran off the tracks. You don’t lay anything 
down beyond the finish line. Now, struggling to make forward motion 
without any tracks, you get a little bogged down by the lack of direction. 
Post-event preparation, or whatever you want to call it, is something I 
definitely overlooked. 
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In 2013, just days after the race I was back at home in the UK and back behind my desk at 
work, searching for what was missing and trying to understand what had happened. This year 
was a little different. I’d planned to continue my round the world travels, and my YouTube 
travel documentary series Races to Places, by riding from the end of the race to the very 
southern tip of the continent, to Ushuaia in Patagonia, travelling through and exploring 
Paraguay, Brazil, Uruguay, Chile and Argentina. 

What I’ve realised is that I need targets to keep me driven, motivated and excited about 
life. I need something to work towards and something that’s different, bigger, better or even 
more of a challenge than before, otherwise it’s not a challenge. With Dakar being the biggest 
off-road race in the world, how do you better it or find that thing that is worth the same 
amount of effort, or that will deliver an even bigger sense of achievement? Well, that’s why 
I made the decision to race unsupported in the 2017 Dakar, it’s the only way I could take 
things to another level. 
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im mum, mummiiimn mmmumminmi 



Dakar is more than just a motorcycle race, it’s a personal journey that leads you towards 
significant personal achievements. It’s also about a no limits approach to life, confirming 
to yourself [or at least to myself] that you are able to achieve something you never thought 
possible when sat in front of a TV, watching the rally greats barrel across the desert some 
DO years earlier. For me, Dakar is about proving to yourself that you can achieve something 
significant if you set your mind to it. Nothing measures up to the success you feel, just 
finishing the Dakar is a win in itself for 80% of the field. If one wrong bolt worked its way 
loose on the tracks or worse still the locomotive gave up the ghost, the whole deal would 
have ended very differently. 

Now I’ve discovered the analogy, I’m thinking of new challenges, new ways of doing things 
and ways to continue building my tracks and keeping the locomotive fuelled up at full speed. 
My next target is to finish my world circuit by travelling across my final continent - Africa. 
I will ride north from Cape Town and hope to compete in the Africa Race [traditional Dakar 
route] finishing in Dakar, Senegal in January 8018. 

Keep up to speed with Lyndon's adventure here... 




ENGINEERED 

FDR ENDURO 


ARSENAL VEST 


The KLIM® Arsenal Vest offers the world’s most complete 
Off-Road cargo solution. Featuring massive, Intelligently designed 
cargo compartments and engineered for the most effective weight 
distribution available, It can carry all comfortably. The Arsenal Vest 
features massive ventilation, Ingenious functionality and limitless 
adjustability. KLIM - Technical Riding Gear. 
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lead off into tougher terrain on a totally redesigned Husqvar- 
les enduro model. The entire 2017 range features new, compact, 
ors and sophisticated design innovations. These include new WP 
sion, sleek new bodywork and a redesigned chassis. Every model 
er, easier to ride and nothing short of revolutionary! 

^ m zzz -w s n as. 



Husq varna 

MOTORCYCLES 



Words: Future7M edict, Photos: Marcin Kin 8 Sebas Romero 

Chilean Pablo Quintanilla has a hell of a story to tell about reaching the 
top of his sport. When a serious crash and resulting injury brought his 
world and QSmoto cross championship aspirations to a crashing end J 
he followed his boyhood mentor Carlos Gavardo and switched to raily. 4 
Now a Bdkar podium finisher and PQ16 Cross-Countries Rally World 
Champion, Pablo spoke to Enduro illustrated about growing up racing || 
South America and the story behind his rise to the top ofrdlly racing IB 





Let’s begin at the'beginning. Mere did it all start for Pablo - 

Quintanilla and dirt bikes? . , 

“When I was five or six we went to see a motocross race in Chile ,4 
and with my brothers. After that we started to push my father \| 
to give us a bike. After some months he got us a bike and we 
started riding at the weekends Just for fun in the dunes. After 
that we went to one national race when I was six. For me it was 
really good from the start, not so difficult to learn to ride a bike. 

“After that my dad was really happy, he started to push 
more and more and when I was about nine years old we 
started to go to the US to do some races. We’d go and do two ' 
or three races and then go back to Chile, then go again and do y 
three more races in the US. It was a great time. > v ^ 

“When I was 11 1 lived in the United States, to California, 
for one and half years to improve my racing. My dad was really 
good about that and always gave me the possibility to do the 
best thing for my racing. I could race every weekend and train 
a lot so I really improved in that time. 

“After that it was possible to do national racing in Chile, 
some more races in America and I begin to do the MX3 world 
championships. I did some more training in the States, at r#" 
the Millsaps Training Facility, but then I had a big injury to 
my knee. It was almost one-year without riding, when I was ^ 
22-years-old. It was difficult for me to have the rhythm of the ■ 
fast guys in America or the world championship then, sol 
start to look for another possibility.” 

Where did your inspiration to switch to rally come from after , 
the injury? 

“When I was 13 1 used to train a lot with Carlos Gavardo. He -v'.j 
explained and talked to me about his experiences in the races 
in Africa. Rally was always something I expected to do in my ; 
life but at that moment it wasn’t possible because I was really j;. 
young. When I was 32 or 23 1 started to look at this possibility . 
and when I was 25 1 started to race rallies.” • / J 


With the Dakar switching to South America it must be a huge advantage for you, * 
but is it easy to be a professional racer in Chile? 

“In Chile we have everything to train, it is a good country to learn and train for this 
sport. But also it is very difficult because we are far from everything - far from the • > 
world championships, far from the good riders, far from the good races. 

“The first two years for me was really tough. I had some big crashes and then 
I started to learn the navigation and how to ride the desert on the big bike. When 
you come from motocross to rally it is a new technique and completely different. 

In many ways it is very similar - you’re racing a bike - but you have so many other 
things you have to know from the road book, the systems on the bike for navigation, 
etc. And how to do it all in the desert. After some crashes I started to learn and I 
was really focused on learning the navigation skills you need.” 

The Dakar is a notoriously hard event to come to terms with , how did you adapt 
to it in your first attempts? 

“In Dakar my first two times were not so good. I had a good result in 2015 but 
during my first, in 2013, 1 crashed on stage six when I was running third. It was my 
first Dakar, I only trained for a couple of months and I was really excited to be there. 

I started it like a motocross race and in the first stage I was third, then I started to 
push and I lost time. I pushed again and had a big, big crash and I broke my back. 

I was really slow to recover and it took a long time to start riding again and recover 
my confidence. 

“I continued to train stronger and at the second Dakar I felt good but I also had 
a new injury in my hand so I had to leave that Dakar at stage number four, I think. It 
was difficult, you know, after two attempts I didn’t finish this big race and to not be 
able to do it is tough for your mind, for your life as a pro rider.” 

So what happened, what changed to get you to the podium in 2016 and win the 
2017 Cross-Country Rallies world title? 

“After two injuries, big injuries, I started to think I must be doing something wrong 
because it is not ok, not normal, to crash like this. So, after that I focused on other 
things, to not be a fast guy but to be a good navigator and to be there at the end. 

For sure it was really disappointing after these two fails at Dakar. But I continued 
to push to be a good rider, I finished fourth in 2015 for my first finish and then I 
arrived in the factory team. In the end I am really happy to be here and have this 
oppgrtunit^jth Hysqvarna’^ . 





« CHILE WE HAVE 
FERYTHINB TO TRAIN, 
18 A GOOD COUNTRY 
I LEARN AND TRAIN 
IR THIS SPORT. 

JT ALSO IT IS VERY 
FFICIILT BECAUSE 
E ARE FAR FROWI 
FERYTHINB - FAR 
IOM THE WORLD 
■lAIUIPIONSHIPS, 

Lll FROWI THE GOOD 
DER8, FAR FROWI 
IE GOOD RACES.” 




TO COMPETE. IT IS A REALLY DANBEROU 
SPORT, YOU ARE ALWAYS RISKING YOU 
LIFE EVERY DAY, SO IF YOU DON’T TRIII 
LOVE THIS IT IS DIFFICULT TO DO. IT IS 
WAY OF LIFE AND I LOVE IT 
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“Whoa, 

In the factory team now I have everything I need, the tools, the equipment, 
the professional people around me who have a lot of experience amongst 
them and who know how rally works. So now I only focus on my job whereas 
before I had to do everything from buying the flights to the organisation of 
the event, to finding sponsors for the money to go racing.” 

Moiowimat the world championship it takes a different approach, not 
^Bet speed but also to play it smart sometimes? 

“It’s really important to have a good race every race, important to keep 
focused and stay there. For me 2016 was a really good season, I did some 
really good stages sometimes, some races I was on the podium. I felt really 
good and felt really strong from the first race. 

“For me the goal was the world title and I focused on that. Then it is 
important to finish that championship well and healthy so you can arrive 
healthy at the Dakar. It is difficult in this sport to be fit for every race, 
especially the big race. For sure if you have won a world title then you have 
more confidence and you feel stronger than before.” 

Mafty is a sport with many factors that can affect your results - tough 
physically, mentally and mechanically. How tough can it be sometimes? 
“For me, after so much work and so many crashes and disappointing results 
and retirements there was a moment when I asked myself if I could do it. 
But always there is something inside me that pushed me on to continue. 
Then, when I arrived at a point in my career when I achieved some of 
my goals like I did with third at the 2016 Dakar and winning the world 
hampionships, you say to yourself it is a long journey but it is a journey 
worth doing. 

“In the end it is all about passion, I think all the riders do this because 
first of all they have the passion to compete. It is a really dangerous sport 
you are always risking your life every day, so if you don’t truly love this it is 
’ nf life and I love it.” e 



GAS GAS EC300 LAUNCH - SPAIN 


' Like the proverbial phoenix, Gas Gas 
| have risen from the flames. Back from the 
I brink and back in business, the Spanish : 
I manufacturer have rolled their all-new 
12018 EC 300 Racing E4 two-smoker off the 
I production line and into our enduro lives. 
I Featuring a new chassis, engine and top 
| notch components, have Gas Gas come 
1 « out swinging with a bike to match the 
l opposition? We took a spin to find out... 

d Words: Future7Media, Photos: Lluis Llurba 
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W e’ve been here before. Except this time it comes with greater meaning and 
sense of emotion. It’s been quite some time since Gas Gas have produced 
a bike like this. One with their own engine, their own frame and fitted with 
quality suspension and brakes. This is, as the company’s new CEO, Ivan Contreras puts it, 
“the missing piece of the puzzle” in the Gas Gas’ reborn jigsaw. 

Gas Gas’ rise, fall and now subsequent rise is a story we’ve well 
documented here in Enduro illustrated and on EnduroEl.com. As the 
Spanish manufacturer slowly undid all its hard work, writing about 
bikes turned into writing about bankruptcy. 

Now, fast forward 18 months and all that is changing. Enduro bikes 
are once again making their way along the factory’s assembly lines and out the doors to 
customers. And as we gather in Gas Gas’ lobby, the all-new EC 300 Racing E4 two-stroke, 
branded the Phoenix Project, proudly stands side-by-side with iconic championship winning 
bikes that once helped Gas Gas acquire their world fame. It’s finally safe to say, Gas Gas are 
back and in a couple of hours time well know if they mean business. 

BIG QUESTIONS ANSWERED? 

Does the new EC 300 match its rivals? That’s the big question we wanted to answer. The 
spec sheet tells us a new frame, new engine components and headline-grabbing parts like 
KYB suspension and Nissin brakes show Gas Gas isn’t just pumping out a budget bike to 
bring in the money. 

“...new frame, new engine components 
ancl headline-grabbing parts like KYB 
suspension and Mssin brakes show Gas Gas 
isn’t just pumping out a budget bike to bring 
in the money.” 

Gas Gas could always make a bike go fast but the bare facts are they also lost the plot with 
the four-stroke bikes, started to have financial problems and along with the rest of the 
world we simply lost faith. Why would you buy a Gas Gas when other manufacturers were 
making better bikes? If the new bike does anything it has to win back people’s faith in the 
Spanish brand. 





GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS 

If looking good is important then the new EC 300 has played a good hand even before we 
press the electric starter button. The red frame looks sweet, new graphics bold but simple, 
black Excel rims nicely moody and the lights front and rear sit neat. This is the EC 300 
model we’re testing. An XC model will be available in the USA but it is essentially the same 
bike without lights and wiring associated. 

The EC 300s roll off the production line European homologated with a full lights 
package, different exhaust [though it will have the FMF tail pipe] and a Dellorto carburetor. a 
You will get a Keihin carb with your bike and for the most part it seems dealers will sell f 
bikes without the road bike lighting and with the Keihin fitted, which is basically what we’ve ? ! 
tested here. The FMF header pipe is also an optional upgrade. 

A “100 per cent redesigned chassis” breaks the Gas Gas steel perimeter frame mould and 
goes conventional with a steel backbone type. The frame was the basis for the new bike, 
literally and fundamentally a change which had to happen to make the bike handle better and 
appeal to customers. On paper it brings the new models in line with that of its opposition for 
potential customers looking at the spec sheet as much as anyone taking a test ride on one. Yi 

“A 100 per cent redesigned chassis’ breaks tlie 


conventional with a steel backbone type.” 

It’s less stiff and weighs a claimed 30 per cent less than its predecessor. The subframe ; 
is also 15 per cent lighter too. There’s more steering lock and frame protectors come as , ; 
standard. The 10 litre fuel tank sits across the frame’s backbone and is a fundamental . - •; 
visual change to the look of the bike. , :{ 

Importantly these changes reduce the overall weight of the bike. The old model was ' : 
. heavy and although the EC 300 at 105kgs is still a few kilos on the hefty side, it isn’t s' 1 
' out of touch. Yet another criticism of the previous GT models from Gas Gas was the ;■ 
over-complicated design. For instance accessing the air filter meant taking the seat off. * 
Removing the shock meant dismantling half the bike. 

v , The redesign means the side panel pops off in a second for filter changes. If you need to * 
remove the seat, it pops off with just one bolt. Removing the shock is not a big job - take ; 
.out the rear wheel and undo a couple of linkage bolts and it drops out. Our point is this is ", 
standard stuff; normal to anyone who’s owned almost any other enduro bike. But normal 5 
isn’t a criticism here, it’s our minimum expectation to have a normal bike and mechanically , 
Gas, Gas have met expectations. So far so good. 


HOP ON BABY 

The new backbone frame makes the bike narrower and it’s the first thing you notice when 
you get on the EC 300 - that and the slightly over-sized switch gear, which Gas Gas say are 
necessary for EU homologation. The over-riding feeling when we got out on track in the 
Girona hills was at first relief and then excitement. 



The new frame, KYB suspension plus new linkage system means handling is streets 
ahead of older Gasser models. There’s less stiffness and more feel for grip when you are on 
the gas or on the brakes. Our test session started out in horrible, wet, slick conditions on i 
a hard-packed track doused with horrendously heavy rain. Despite that the KYB forks were M 
doing a great job of feeding information from the tyres. ^ 

u Tli» new frame, KYB suspension ancl new J 
linkage system means handling is streets ■ 
ahead of older Gasser models.” T^fl 

s 

As the Spanish sun turned the track from horrible to perfect, the chassis kept delivering 
and the front end confidence stayed the biggest positive. Flat turns with slim-pickings for { 
ruts to hit needed accuracy on the brakes and the Gasser felt sharp hitting those lines. 

With confidence in the front tyre’s grip, the Nissin front brake took an impressive amount of 
abuse too with expected power and feel. 

More steering lock is another knock-on effect of the new frame and it didn’t go 
unnoticed in a tight and short section in the trees. The new bike feels more agile and 
capable overall. 

As the track dried and we all got faster around Mika Arpa’s test track, the KYB shock 
went from feeling good to feeling a little too soft and eager on the rebound for my liking. 

With just two sessions to test the bike it wasn’t enough to start changing settings 
and the faster I got, the more I got kicked in the pants. 




HEAVY DUTY 

I wouldn’t have minded a lighter clutch too. By comparison to other 
300cc 3T bikes the Gas Gas has a heavy lever, which starts to make 
itself known pretty quick in the slower riding. 

Speaking of heavier things, although it hasn’t [yet] undergone any 
major redesign, the strong Gas Gas 300 motor is a little old school, 
and certainly isn’t helping the weight of the bike. But in turn it delivers 
a reassuringly healthy dose of 3T power that stretches out long and 
strong through low to mid-range, before flattening off at high rpm. 

strong Gas Gas 300 motor 
is a little olcl school... But delivers 
a reassuringly healthy dose of 2T 
power that stretches out long and 
strong through low to inid-range> 
before flattening off at high rpin.” 

It is showing the signs of age a little, especially in the light of KTM’s 
fuel injected two strokes and their linear power delivery, but the EC 
300’s engine should please plenty of two-stroke lovers. 

Regardless of whether you’ve ever owned a Gas Gas it is hard not 
to be buoyed by the rebirth of the Girona-based manufacturer and it is 
good to be back on a newly developed EC 300. 

Gas Gas haven’t shifted the moon or re-invented the iPhone. They’ve 
.simply designed a stunning-looking bike, which now delivers like it should, 
have done three, four even five years ago. To some that may not sound 
ground-breaking or exciting, but what it means is they’ve got it right. 

And to deliver a good bike first time out is a very hard thing to do. With 
the 3018 EC 300 Racing Ed, Gas Gas are certainly back in business. 


< 1ST' 



JUST SAVIN’ 


3 things we’d like to see on the 2018 Gas Gas EC 300 Racing E4 

1 The electric starter motor moved. It sits side-saddle on the engine like a bolt-on 
addition and is one of the only negatives on an otherwise peachy-looking bike. 

2. There’s no engine mapping switches on the handlebar. Two power delivery options 
wouldn’t go amiss because not all of us need that power all the time. A softer map 
for poor riding conditions or less dramatic days and a full power map for full gas days 
would be ideal. 


3. We know it is early days with production but some parts upgrade options would be 
good. Making your dealer a one-stop shop for upgrades makes life easier. That said 
we’re sure all good dealers will catch on quick. I! 
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KTM 300 EXC TPI 

The new KTM 300 EXC TPI sets the benchmark all over again, as the world's first 2-stroke enduro bike 
with TPI (Transfer Port Injection). Eliminating the need to change jets and thanks to the oil pump, 
no more premixing oil either! Improved fuel-combustion means crisper throttle response at all times 
and better fuel consumption, for longer days of hardcore enduro domination. 






Outright ISDE winner Taylor Robert has had 
a tough time of things in 2017. Following a 
monstrous crash at the King of the Motos 
extreme enduro in February -that resulted 
in a long and serious list of internal 
injuries - he’s thankfully back racing, back 
winning and focused on leading Team OSA 
in the defence of their ISDE World Trophy 
Team title at this year's Six Days in France 

Words: Shan Moore, Photos: Shan Moore & Future7Media 
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S ecuring overall victory at the International Six Days Enduro in Spain at the end 
of last year, Taylor Robert was riding the crest of a wave. He’d just completed 
a highly successful rookie Enduro World Championship campaign and leading 
Team USA to victory in the ISDE was the icing on the cake. 

But all that came crashing down with a massive get-off at the King of the Motos 
in February. A torn intestine, broken vertebrae and lacerated kidney were among the 
long list of serious injuries Robert sustained - more than enough to knock any rider 
out of action for a very long time. 

But nine weeks after his crash Robert was already back on a bike. A few weeks 
more and he was back winning. Focused on leading Team USA back to the ISDE [in 
France at the end of August) Enduro illustrated sat down with the KTM rider at the 
Full Gas ISDE 3-Day qualifier to see how things are coming along... 


“IM GRAIN WAS STILL IN RACE MODE... 

I WAS TRYING Til GET RACK IIN HIIY RIKE... 

THEN I PASSED OUT” 

Welcome back Taylor ; it’s got to feel good to be twisting the throttle again! 

Taylor Robert: “Yeah it feels great to be back racing again. Actually, I’ve been back a 
while now, riding for about two months. But I guess I’ve only really been riding hard, or 
at least trying hard, for three or four weeks. It’s tough to beat racing and it’s nice to be 
in the paddock again. The ISDE qualifier was difficult with the mud, but at round five of 
the AMA Hare and Hound I definitely felt really good there and was able to get a win.” 
There was a huge outpour of support following your crash at King of the 
Motos, did that take you by surprise? 

“I was glad for the support, humbled, it goes to show how tight off road is. The coolest 
thing for me was the riders who stopped to assist me when I crashed. Initially I passed 
out because I collapsed a lung and was struggling for oxygen. But when I came to, all 
my buddies were standing there trying to help. Colton Haaker, Max Gersten, Noah Kepple 
- they were all there to make sure I was ok. They had stopped their own race to make 
sure I was safe and that alone was really cool to see.” 

Do you remember much about the crash? 

“I remember the whole thing. That’s because I didn’t get knocked out. I remember 
hitting the ground hard, really hard, then rolling over to try and get right back up. 

My brain was still in race mode and so I was trying to get back on my bike. Then I 
passed out and woke up to the guys standing around me.” 
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What were the extent of your injuries? 

“The most serious thing was the internal injury. I tore my 
small intestine badly and the surgeons had to remove IP 
inches of it. That was the biggest worry. I also had broken 
ribs, fractured LP, L3, L4, L5 vertebrae, fractured sacrum, a 
minor MCL tear in my right knee and both kidney and liver 
laceration.lt was a long list!” 

“suiunum reivibveii in minis 

IIFIVIYSmi.1. INTESTINE. IRI.SII 
HIUI BROKEN RIBS, FltBCTIIREO IB, 
LB, VI, LB VERTEBRAE, FRBCTIIREB 
SRCRIIIVI.R MINOR HIICI. TERR IN 
MYRIBHTKNEEJ’ 

That’s a serious list of injuries. Where you expecting to 
be back racing so soon? 

“When you’re sitting on the couch injured you always hope 
to be back racing again as quickly as you can. It feels like 
you’re missing out. But really in the grand scheme of things, 
IP weeks not racing wasn’t so bad considering everything 
that happened.” 

Fitness is key in recovery, was that something that 
helped get you back on track quicker? 

“I guess my fitness prior to my crash helped a lot in my 
recovery. I was back on a bike about eight or nine weeks 
after the crash. I probably could have done with a bit of extra 
weight going into hospital though. I didn’t eat anything for 
10 days and because of my internal injuries I didn’t have a 
feeding tube either. So for 10 days I was living on IV drips 
alone. I actually lost PPIbs [10kg] in those 10 days I was in 
hospital. I only weigh 155lbs [70kg] to begin with so that was 
a big weight loss. It was quite hard on my body. When I got 
out of the hospital, I looked bad, it looked like I’d been in a 
drug rehab recovery or something. I was rough looking!” 


You returned to racing at rounds four and five of the AM A Hare and 
Hounds Championship, picking up a win at round five. You’ve got to be 
pleased to be back winning so soon? 

“It felt good to get back on top there and to do so with my normal style of 
riding. I returned wanting to win. I was riding pretty good in training but 
racing is always a different story and I guess after round four I wasn’t on it 
the way I wanted to be. Ricky Brabec and Jacob Argubright were just hanging 
it out way more than I felt comfortable with on the first couple of loops. Then 
on the third technical loop I thought it was my time to go. I tried to catch 
them but due to a combination of my fitness and lack of race miles I made a 
bunch of mistakes and crashed four times. I shut the throttle then and just 
brought it home. It sucked but it helped me come back stronger in Utah the 
following week. I knew what I needed to do to win and got it done.” 

As the defending outright IS DE champion, what’s your thoughts on how 
important racing the ISDE has become for USA riders? 

“I’ve done the ISDE a few times but it’s only since we won it last year has it begun 
to hit home how many people have an interest in it. Before that it was always tough 
to get exposure but the team win has helped change that. I hope it continues to 
inspire more to get involved. I was surprised by the amount of people commenting 
on it and asking about it. It’s good to see the AMA step things up, especially with 
this three-day qualifier with the Full Gas Sprint Enduro series.” 

Cody Webb and Ty Tremaine are qualified for the ISDE, have they been 
asking for tips on the race? 

“I was surprised to see Cody and Ty sign up to race the ISDE in France. We 
haven’t actually got together yet to ride or train. I’m the most experienced 
rider on the team so it would be cool to pass some knowledge on, I’m all for 
that. I guess once we get closer to August well get some training days done.” 
What will it be like to return to the ISDE as the defending overall champion? 
“I’m looking forward to going back as the overall champion (if I get picked] but 
I’m really more excited about returning as the World Trophy winners. That’s going 
to be the coolest thing. Seeing numbers 10, 11, IP and 13 on our bikes -for me 
that’s what it’s about. During the last couple of years the pressure was there to 
try and win the first one so I think that pressure will change. Of course we want 
to win another but against the French on their home soil that’s going to be tough. 
But we’re fit to fight for the win, we know what to do now!” I: 
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FAMTIC IRE BACK, BUT 

MOT AS WE KHOW IT. 

MMMIMG THE IBEA OF 
BACIMC IMTO TOUCH, 
.THE ITAEIAM MARQUE 
HAS A MEW RAMCJE OF 
AFFOBBABEE BIKES 
AIMER AT TBAIE A MBS 
PUAE-SPORT RIPERS. 
WE TOOK A CEOSER 
LOOM AMP PUT 
THE SSOCC FOUR" 
STROKE CASA AMP 
COMPETIZIOME MOPEES 
! ROUGH THEIB PACES 
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B ack in the day, when enduro championships ran small capacity 
classes, the name Fantic was a big deal. On the European 
scene their 80cc bikes were legendary for both their speed and 
championship winning potential. Much has changed since then, both in our 
sport as well as for the Italian manufacturer, which took an all too familiar 
spiral into obscurity. 

Fast forward to 2014 and a new owner of the brand, an Italian 
conglomerate called VE Network, revived the historic bike building company 
and set up shop in Treviso, northern Italy. The world of motorcycling has 
moved on a lot since the heydays of Fantic Motors in the 70s and 80s, and the 
enduro scene is unquestionably very different. But the Italian manufacturer’s 
offerings still have a familiar appearance with great-looking and fast little 
enduro and supermoto machines in 50 and 125cc capacities. That’s cool for 
the kids but what about the grown-ups? 

The 2017 Fantic model line-up is topped by 250cc, single cylinder four- 
stroke, dual-sport Casa and Competizione bikes. The 250 comes in two models 
- in two colours [red/white/blue and black/red] - and stand-up with very little 
difference in price or specification save for a relatively small amount more 
cash you get adjustable Olle front and rear suspension and fatter Tommaselli 
bars on the Competizione model. 


"THAT §©UNB§ PATRONISING BUT 
IT’S A POINT WORTH MAKING - I 
THIS BIKE IS BETTER T HAN WE 
THOUGHT IT WOUEB 


Look around the 250s, and we liked looking at the white, red and blue 
model best, it quickly had us raising eyebrows and swallowing our ‘it’s a 
cheap bike, so it must have cheap parts’ prejudices. Sure, some parts are not 
as good as you’ll find on a more expensive enduro machine but components 
like Domino levers, machined hubs, positive feeling 260mm front brake 
[220mm rear], Arrow exhaust, carbon fibre sump guard [you don’t get that on 
an EXC] and decent Mitas EF-07 tyres all add up to a not altogether bad bike. 
That sounds patronising but it’s a point worth making - this bike is better 
thanwe thought it would be. 
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Though we had two bikes to photograph we only 
tested the Casa model [the black bike) and very 
much took it at face value. It’s how Fantic want 
the bike to be received - a dual-sport bike they 
say, which means no great aspirations. No aims 
of taking on the world of enduro but a ‘get on it 
and go for a ride’ kind of machine. If you take your 
riding too seriously and are already wondering 
about suspension performance, settings or set-up 
this bike isn’t for you. 



Having adjustable suspension on the 
Competizione model, for a fist full of Dollars 
more, might make a difference to some people if 
they’re at one particular end of the size or weight 
scale, but the first truth is the Fantic Casa busts 
a myth about needing all that. It is a trail bike 
and for our little play around for the day it proved 
you don’t need a little bike to be super high-spec 
and full of adjustment to have a decent ride. 

Yeah, it’s on the soft side but it kinda works fine. 
And really, do you need anything more on a trail 
ride from your suspension than to hold the bike 
steady and be comfortable? 

Chassis and suspension performance 
follows suit with the overall look and feel of the 
bike - it’s better than you’d expect. It isn’t high 
performance but it is good enough for everything 
a trail sends along. Yes, you can ride hard and 
find the limitations of the suspension but do that 
and you quickly start to ask yourself why you’re 
doing it. There are a lot of people in this world 
who just want a bike that works fine out the 
crate, has no pretentions other than to go for a 
ride and get muddy. 




"IT’S ONE OF THOSE BIKES WOT 

CAN SIT ON AN U> SAW TO WOTRSEEF, 
"THAT FEEES EASW TO RIDE.” 




A strong point for the Fantic is how nice and easy the P50 feels when you sit on it, to steer 
and to turn. At 104kg it is appreciably light and the dimensions, although comparable to an EXC, 
feels smaller under you because it sits softer on its springs. It’s not a big, tall bike [seat height 
is 915mm, 50mm lowerthan an EXC] and that should go a long way to attracting people into the 
showroom - it’s one of those bikes you can sit on and go, “that feels easy to ride.” 

That makes it novice-friendly. And to be truthful we know a few guys and gals who struggle 
away on bigger, more powerful enduro bikes who could do themselves and their confidence 
a world of good and jump on a bike like this. Instead of thinking they need the same bike as 
Matt Phillips or Mathias Bellino. 

Pitched into the trail bike market, the 250 Casa is in the same ballpark as Honda’s 
CRF250L with a similar price tag and a broadly similar outlook on life. For our money the 
Fantic looks better and with that instantly ‘at ease’ feel it should be more attractive to 
many people too. That instant confidence feel also comes from the two-stroke duo of Beta’s 
X-Trainer and Sherco’s X-Trail. Both have a similar confidence-boosting air about them, though 
are a little more expensive. KTM’s Freeride has to come in to the equation also, it certainly 
aims at the same kind of riders but doesn’t have the same big bike feel and appeal of the 


Fantic, Beta or Sherco. The Freeride is smaller physically and its suspension and chassis 
package, though user-friendly, doesn’t handle as well. Plus, it is a healthy amount more 
money. A more realistic comparison might be a five-year-old WR250. Maybe. 

The Zong Shen, 250cc four-stroke engine fitted to the Casa is on par with all the above 
list of bikes. Nothing to write home about and certainly not in the same league as a 
250F motor from KTM, Husky, Sherco or whoever, the flat power curve dishes up docile 
performance rather than scary excitement. Again, it has no pretentions to be anything 
but docile. It’s a simple, rideable and reliable engine that can happily ride a trail all day. 





COMPARING IT TO THAT OF 
4 NEW KTM ESC OR MAYBE 
' EVEN MORE §© THE PRICE OF 
A JAPANESE 35© FOUR-STROKE, 
1 AN® DISMISSING THE FANTIC. 

— THAT’® BE UNFAIR...” 


"YOU’® BE ESCUSE® FOR 
LOOMING AT THE PRICE, 


Its passive nature is part of the charm 
if all you want to do is trail ride about. 
And while it will wind up and get a bit of 
a lick on if you try, it needs revving to 
get there. Again, after not very long you 
wonder why you’re trying so hard. 

Gearing on the UK-spec bike we tested 
was a little higherthanyou might find 
ndard in different countries around 
d. A 14-tooth front sprocket ups 
r a more comfortable trail ride 
Her top gear speed (55-60mph/90- 
says the UK importer Clements 
Standard gearing may sit a little 
useable on the tight stuff but we did 
pretty nadgery riding through an old 
and it wasn’t exactly busting the 
h with this bigger front sprocket. 

We can’t speak for the reliability of 
the engine or the bike as a whole from 
our short test but a handful of owner 
reports seem trouble-free and our test 
bike had done its share of testing around 
a few other magazines before we got our 
hands on it. It didn’t miss a beat with us. 
Start-up was on the button and though 
a little sluggish to actually fire up when 
hot, it did fire up every time without fail 





(photoshoots by nature are very stop/start and as such 
put a starter motor through as tough a test as they’re 
likely to get in a day’s riding in the real world]. 

Fantic are pretty adamant they’re not going racing 
with any of their 2017 models. They’re more interested 
in building small capacity machines for European 
teenagers on restricted licences. The 250 E models 
we got our hands on here will be joined by a new, 
bigger capacity ‘Scrambler’ model to compete with in 
ballooning retro street market, called the Cabellero. 

What was clear from the start as we poked and 
prodded the 250 Casa was that the quality of this bike 
does not reflect the price tag. You’d be excused for 
looking at it, comparing it to a new KTM EXC or the 
price of a Japanese 250 four-stroke, and dismissing 
the Fantic. That’d be unfair in our view as the Casa and 
Competizione models don’ttry to meet those bikes 
shoulder-to-shoulder. There’s some crossover, and if 
you weren’t too serious you could take in a novice level 
cross-country event (interestingly, one finished the 
opening round of the EnduroGP World Championship 
in Finland!] but, as we say, they’re more aimed at 
the stress-free kind of riders who don’t want high- 
performance and the higher stress levels that come 
with racing. 


Make no mistake about it, the Casa isn’t a premium 
product and doesn’t pretend to be. But, to be blunt, it 
isn’t a rip-off merchant machine guiltily hiding monkey 
metal components behind some colourful plastics. 
Neither is it a big, old lump of 80s trail bike trying to 
take on the KLX/DR-Z brigade. “Built with a bit of passion 
ratherthanjustto knockthem out on a production line,” 
says UK importer Dean Clements. The overall look and 
feel are way better than we expected - from footrest to 
frame welding to suspension to brake components, this 
bike has no business being as cheap as it is. 


"...TO BE BLUNT, IT ISN’T A U 
RIP-OFF MERCHANT MACHINE 
GUILTILY HIDING MONKEY ■ 
METAL COMPONENTS BEHIND 
SOME COLOURFUL PLASTICS.”! 


Here’s the thing, the 250E is way more interested in 
the trail than the track and as such that makes it more 
appealing to many riders who only ever go out riding for 
the hell of it. By that we mean those who don’t want to 
race and therefore don’t need the latest and greatest 
specifications and razor sharp handling. There’s a 
market here for sure and good on Fantic for being bold 
enough to aim at that level, e 
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The weather is always a talking point [especially for us Brits) but never more so than at the GP of Fi 
season opener. Mad handguards, duct-taped boot tops, iced-up radiators, freezing fingers, what tc 
and broken bikes - as Christophe Nambotin [pictured) knows only too well. Kicking off where he lefl 
Eero Remes took a convincing EP class win while also taking the overall top spot on both days. 
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Just look at that forest floor! Of the EnduroGP class big names aiming high in 0017 Steve Holcombr 
(pictured) and Matt Phillips got to grips with the conditions best. But it was TM Racing’s Eero Rem 
who stole the show, winning overall on both days. So he should you might say, the Finnish rider knc 
the conditions for sure, but you’ve still gotta ride the bike and Eero was as cool as the conditions. 
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Afeature of the 2017 Finland GP was obviously the weather. Playing into the [cold] hands of Future/ 
camera skills, the white stuff sheds a different perspective on every aspect of the race. For riders, 
temperatures and slippery conditions were part of it but surviving long, long days riding made it ti 
What to wear, how much to wear and when to strip layers off brought a fresh set of headaches for i 
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Normal paddock rules definitely did not apply in Finland. Cold temperatures are always a ball-ache 
when it comes to changing tyres - Manxman Danny McCanney is familiar with growing up with Brit 
riding conditions. Even the factory teams weren’t largin’ it up for once. In most cases just a van ar 
a pop-up tent, once the riders were through, it was back in the van again and off to the next stop. 
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We’ve all been there and even the best in the world are not excused the odd handlebar 
handstand every now and then, even Josep Garcia. When the weather gets cold the old-school 
techniques come out the bag: giant handguards, bin bags over riding shirts and liberal use of 
duck tape, chiefly around boot tops to keep that ice-cold water out and some life in the toes. 
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Scandinavian riders performed well on home soil, just as many predicted they would. Eero Remes v 
man standing out from whole crowd but he was joined by fellow local’ Henric Stigell on the EE podi 
plus Josep Garcia impressively out of his usual climactic comfort zone. Antti Hellsten and Marko Tc 
slid into the EnduroGP rankings, splitting the early title contenders Holcombe and Phillips. 
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ACKLAMS MOTORCYCLES 

Harrogate, North Yorkshire. 01423 565125 

COLIN APPLEYARD 

Keighley. West Yorkshire. 01535 606311 

JOHN LEE MOTORCYCLES 

Higham Ferrers, Northamptonshire. 01933 312827 

STEVE PLAIN MOTORCYCLES 

Llandrindod Wells. Wales. 01597 825817 

THOR MOTORCYCLES 

Bodmin, Cornwall. 01208 831774 

MATT POPE MOTORCYCLES 

Fakenham, Norfolk. 01328 853292 

IN CHAINS 

Rlngwood, Hampshire. 01425 474800 

PARSONS MOTORCYCLES 

Radstock, Somerset. 01761 433522 

SAUNDERS MOTORCYCLES 

Knebworth, Hertfordshire. 01438 811524 

RACE 2 OFF ROAD 

Burnopfield. Newcastle Upon Tyne. 01207 270996 

GORDON FARLEY MOTORCYCLES 

Guildford, Surrey. 01483 538485 

Visit WWW.beta-uk.com for Dealer Locator 
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“All I ever wanted was to be a motorbike ric 
My school teachers told me to be more “real 
but I was too stubborn to change my mind.” 



Ler. 

istic” 



Billy, signing a factory contract is every 
aspiring up-and-coming rider’s dream. 
What’s it like now that you’re able to race 
dirt bikes for a living with Husqvarna? 

Billy Bolt: “When I was a kid all I ever wanted was 
to be a motorbike rider. My school teachers told 
me to be more “realistic” but I was too stubborn 
to change my mind. So signing that piece of 
paper to become a factory rider was one of my 
life’s major goals ticked. It’s every rider’s dream 
to become a factory rider and now I’m getting 
the opportunity to live that life.” 


M acing motorcycles professionally is 
a job the majority of us dirt bike folk 
can only ever dream about. But for 
rising hard enduro talent Billy Bolt that dream 
became a reality when he signed on the dotted 
line to race for Rockstar Energy Husqvarna 
Factory Racing in BOR 
Claiming a head-turning fifth place result at 
the P016 ErzbergRodeo, Bolt fired a shot that 
Husqvarna were quick to take notice of. At just 
18 years of age he showed serious potential 
passing guys like Taddy Blazusiak and Paul 
Bolton on his way to a top five result following a 
second row start. 


Joining Husqvarna as teammate to Graham 
Jarvis the young Brit has a big year ahead of 
him, as he finds his feet in the factory stable 
and finds his way in a sport not known for taking 
things easy on its newcomers. Now gearing up 
for his biggest test of the year, Bolt is set to 
return to the Iron Giant and prove he’s got what 
it takes. 



A factory ride comes with expectations to 
What does Husqvarna expect from you in what is 
still essentially your rookie year of hard enduro? 

“There’s not a great deal of pressure from the factory 
but more so of what I put on myself. I know what I’m 
capable of and I have my own expectations for each 
race. Husqvarna are spot on, they just want to see me 
learn and improve because there’s going to be a lot 
of races I’ll do this year for the first time. For them 
finishing races is more important than anything else. 
But I know if I finish then I’ll be in a good position for 
a good result, too. So if I can hit my goals then 
hopefully I’ll be exceeding their goals too.” 

What’s it like to be on the same team as 
Graham Jarvis? 

“Growing up Graham was my hero of the trials’ world, 
so to be his teammate now is pretty cool. When I was 
a child he was at his peak in trials and I was a major 
super fan - 1 still am. The stuff he does on a bike still 
blows my mind and I’ve massive respect. I think we’re 
well suited as teammates - he’s a bit of a child at hea 
We gel well and when travelling to races and stuff 
there’s never a dull moment.” 

Be honest, what about wheelies, whose game 
is stronger? 

“We’ve got a bit of an unofficial wheelie competition 
going between Graham and myself. I think it’s getting 
close. Graham has got the edge at the minute. He’s m 
consistent but then he is twice my age! But I think wh 
it needs to be dropped steeper I’m winning that battle 
I need to get my flat land dialled in, that’s Graham’s 
forte, but I think by Erzberg I can really give him a run 
for his money!” 






What have you found most difficult to adapt to regards your 
switch from trials to enduro? 

“People have said that because I’m handy on a trials bike that hard 
enduro will come easy - 1 wish it was that easy! In reality riding 
trials and racing an enduro bike are worlds apart. Yes the skills 
are transferable and trials teaches you throttle, clutch and brake 
control that no other form of motorcycling can, so you can ride the 
tough stuff but that’s where the benefits sort of ends. 

“Riding trials and racing an 
enduro bike are worlds apart... 
the skills are transferable, you 
can ride the tough stuff but 
that’s where the benefits ends.” 

A trial might go on all day but in reality you are onlyjudged on 
30 one-minute sections that are spread out across the day. You get 
to walk each section and plan where you put your wheels. You don’t 
have that luxury in hard enduro. Riding something blind for the first 
time and needing to get it right is hard, much harder than it looks 
and that’s what makes the top guys so bloody good. They generally 
get it right first time every time. Graham is the master at it, his 
wheels never stop turning, he’s relentless.” 

With two international races under your belt at Alestrem and 
Hell’s Gate, how do you view your progress so far in 2017? 

“In France at Alestrem I was strong in the prologue and I managed 
to get on the podium with third. In the main race we had three 
big laps to ride. For the first two laps there were six of us riding 
together. My pace was good and I got my share of time leading the 
group, too. But towards the end of lap two I ran out of fuel. 

I got some from a hobby guy and kept going. I was fifth at the time 
and even though it was getting dark starting lap three I pushed 
on. I rode for about 15 kilometres in the dark and rain with just my 
standard headlight to guide me. Being alone at night in those French 
mountains was proper character building stuff.” 



At Hell’s Gate you looked good early on but then ran into some problems 
late in the race. What happened? 

“It was good to race a classic event like Hell’s Gate. The morning race was good 
and I was fastest in two tests. But with a three-hour break between the morning 
and afternoon race I didn’t really keep that flow going. I got a decent start but on 
the first rocky climb I got slammed in every direction and dropped to about 15th. 

I made some places back but then bent a rear disc and ended up without a rear 
brake for five laps, which isn’t pretty at a place like that.” 



“I rode for about 15 kilometres In the 
dark and rain with just my standard 
headlight to guide me. Being alone 
at night in those French mountains 
was proper character building stuff.” 

Your result of fifth at Erzberg in 2016 essentially put you on the map. 
What’s your thoughts on returning to the Iron Giant in a few weeks time? 

“I’m looking forward to returning to Erzberg this year but I know it will also bring 
with it a lot more expectation for a podium result. In 2016 it was without a doubt 
the highlight of my year. To go there for the first time, race those guys and get 
fifth was huge. I didn’t even expect a result like that. Hopefully this year will be 
better but above all else my main aim is to finish. Last year I had to remove my 
swingarm mid race to fix the chain so avoiding something like that happening 
again is a must. At last year’s Erzberg I wasn’t riding full time and had only spent 
three months on an enduro bike. Going to Erzberg this year will be a lot different. 
I’m in a much better place and I know there’ll be added attention on me, but when 
the race starts I’ll be happy out there doing to do my thing.” e 









HAAKER 


BACK TO BACK TO BACK 

WORLD CHAMPION 


2017 FIM SuperEnduro World Champion 
2016 FIM SuperEnduro World Champion 
2016 AMA EnduroCross National Champion 






Superenduro is as intense as enduro racing gets. 
Rather than sit and watch, we threw JP and our 
long-term KTM 250 EXC-F test bike in at the deep 
end for the world championship final in France. 

Words S Photos: Future7Media 
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FOR OHCI! THOSE IUICKS RUN SMOOTH. I EXIT 
THEM MUTER THAN EXPECTED, HAHOINBDFF 
THE DIM DE THE DIKE - DHDEI.IEVKDLY IH 
THE LEAD. I HAVE HD CIUE HIM. 


No this is not a dream, so I guess I better fill in the blanks leading up 
to this moment. I’m in France for the final round of the SuperEnduro World 
Championship. After watching countless SuperEnduro videos on YouTube it was 
time to give one of these races a go. Armed with our long term KTM 250 EXC-F 
I’m up for the challenge. 

With no real plan except to see what it’s all about, a 4.00am start from my 
bed in England sees me arrive to the stadium in Albi, France some 15 hours later. 
Logistically a ball-ache but life would be boring if we didn’t step-up and face a 
challenge from time to time. And SuperEnduro is definitely a challenge. 
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T here’s nothing like a race to kick your arse into gear. Crunch time for rider 
and bike came around the time we were putting together the previous 
issue of Enduro illustrated when confirmation came through of an entry for 
the final round of the SuperEnduro championship in Albi, France. Not in the Pro 
class, but instead the European Enduro Championship support series. For JP it 
was time to sink or swim... 

The start gate drops and I know the fastest guy, German Mike Hartmann, 
is on the inside. Sure enough he jumps a wheel in front and I make the split 
second decision to tuck in behind him into turn one. It pays off and I’m on the 
inside line sitting in second heading into the rocks. For once those rocks run 
smooth. I exit them faster than expected, hanging off the back of the bike - 
unbelievably in the lead. I have no clue how and the crowd are going wild. 







STRETCHING IT OUT 

If the first practice session taught me anything it’s that I need to make sure I’m 
warmed up and ready to go or my muscles will pump up and tire too quickly. Six minutes 
of riding sounds like nothing until you try it on a track like Albi’s. There’s no way to 
practice or warm up, it’s straight into the action each time so stretching and doing 
something physical like some push-ups or a short run ahead of riding helps a lot to get 
the heart pumping and brain into gear. 

“...IT’S STRAIGHT INTO THE ACTION EACH TIME... 

UOINIi SOMETHING PHYSIC Al. IME SIIMI: PUSIHIPS 

nnn short run minnn of riiiino helps uet ^ 

THE HEART PUMPING ANO GRAIN INTU GEAR” 


The gaps between sessions are huge though. Hours of 
hanging about are part of the day, especially in the afternoon 
after qualifying and before racing when we have almost five 
hours waiting time. It drags but it does give chance to eat a 
decent meal, have a sleep across the van seats, and because 
I’d remembered the camping stove, brew a cuppa too. 


THOSE DAMN ROCKS! 

The races eventually come along and after qualifying 
I’m surprised with fifth. With no clue who I was 
lined up with we’re already rubbing elbows as 
the 15-second board rolls around. After what 
feels like two seconds the gate drops and we’re 
off except someone’s rear wheel picks the gates 
back up and half of us nearly head over the bars. 

Luckily it falls away just in time and we bundle 
slower than expected into the sandy turn one. 

From there race one is so concentrated on 
my part I couldn’t tell you much about it. 

I simply get my head down, try to hit my lines and keep 
going at a decent pace. When the flag comes out they tell 
me I’m third and I can’t quite believe it. 






With just enough time to get my heart rate levelled out, 
grab a drink and give the bike a once over, I’m back behind 
the starting gate and the madness ensues once more. 

Now I’m leading - this nuts. I’ve no idea how but I’m taking 
it, running away from the chaos behind me as fast as I can. 
From here on it’s a matter of ticking off the laps until certain 
victory, acclaim, applause and champagne rain down on r 


“FROM HERE ON IT’S A mTTEITl 
mum OFF THE LAPS UNTIL CERTIUN 
VICTORY, MCIMVI, JlPPIMSEJm 

ciimvimoNE ruin down on mm.” 

But then those damn rocks find me, crush my dreams and 
return me to a bleak reality. My front wheel catches a hole and 
suddenly I’m lying face down, haemorrhaging time and places.^ 

Those damn rocks snagging me are all I need to hand first, 
second and in the end third place away. Luck in SuperEnduro 
can play such a part and I’ve just ridden both sides of it. 

Third in race one was a surprise and awesome. Now fourth 
in race two, and therefore fourth overall is a real bummer. It’s 
made worse when a results mix-up has me on podium standby 
ready to receive the trophy and champagne I would have been 
holding if I hadn’t thrown it all away. Rub salt into the wounds? 
It was more like spraying brake cleaner in the eye. 

But if I’ve learnt one thing in Albi it’s to keep cool and 
keeping hitting lines. Crashes and congestion happen to 
everyone, even Colton Haaker. You have to deal with it because 
you have no choice. Keep calm and carry on is the old motto. 

Still wondering to myself why I do things like this on the 
15-hour drive home I don’t have to think for long. Next time? 
Sure thing. I loved it. The buzz of the elbow-to-elbow racing 
is something I don’t get too often and it was great. Racing 
inside an arena creates a new atmosphere, pressure and 
excitement -bring it on. 
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tour diTTerent lines. You are guaranteed to 
need a different line to the one you planned 
at some point to get around another rider 
either on or off his bike. 

2. Watch and learn. Think on your feet as you 
ride but also watch the pro riders to see 
which lines they’re taking and what looks 
either the quickest or the least effort. 

3. Warm up. Relentless working of the controls 
and pulling on the bars is a recipe for instant 
arm pump. Use the downtime to properly 
stretch and warm up before each track 
session and kept hydrated all day. 







LONG TIERHN TESTIER 


HOW WE PREPPED OUR TEST BIKE 250 EXC-F FOR SUPER ENDURO 

In taking on a race like SuperEnduro we fitted our long term KTM 250 EXC-F with numerous 
hardparts to see us through the night. You can read more about each part by clicking the 
links below, but our biggest asset was acquiring a set of WP Cone Valve front forks and WP 
Traxx rear shock. 

WP CONE VALVE SUSPENSION 

Far and away the biggest upgrade for the 250 F is a set of forks and shock on loan from WP. 

A set of Cone Valve forks and Trax shock straight from WP was a big step from one 
extreme to the other. We’ve only got them on temporary loan to see how they work and plan 
on running a comparison feature in the next issue, so stay tuned for that. 

They arrived the night before setting off for the superenduro in Albi so having no setup 
time was a concern. But no time for setup just meant getting on with things and that 
worked out just fine. 

As an average build rider on an otherwise standard bike, the guys at the WP factory gave 
us some settings to make for a peachy transformation. The set-up actually feels stiff and 
a bit sluggish if you bounce the fork like normal in the workshop. It makes you question 
it but as soon as you get riding the bike it starts to behave in quite a different way. It’s 
controlled, the movement responsive but dampened when you hit stuff or land off jumps in 
a way it had been lacking - especially on those bumps. 

At the time of writing we’ve only used them at the Super Enduro and that’s such a 
specialist style of riding so it’s hard to say much more apart from we can’t wait to get to 
the woods! 

Information: wp-group.com 
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of the Airgroup/Enduro Engineei 
Team relies on his Enduro Engir 
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We’ve also been testing a bunch of other parts on our long termer. 
Click each heading to learn more: 

Enduro Engineering seat and sump guard 
Amped Graphics 

Gibson Moutech Speedy Mousses 
SuperSprox 








ON THE COVER: Fuel injected dirt bikes have arrived. 

Or at least they have in orange. Signalling the end of the 
carburettor and the start of a new era of cleaner burning 
dirt bikes, KTM’s 300cc and 250cc EXC TPI models break 
new ground in the evolution of the humblfe two-stroke. 
PHOTO: Marco Campelli 0 


Visit and realise 

that you can make a difference. The Kurt Caselli 
Foundation was established following Kurt’s 
untimely death with one simple goal - to protect 
and support the lives of off-road racers. 


i Copyright Future7Media Ltd, 2017. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction of any part of Enduro illustrated is prohibited 
without the express permission of Future7Media Ltd. 


